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***Apologies for cross-posting***

We are pleased to announce that the call for our Training course in Biodiversity Information for Sub-Saharan African scientists, university members and students is now open. 

Training course in Biodiversity information

Training: 03/06/13 – 28/06/13
Deadline for applications: 15/03/13 
Where: The Royal Museum for Central Africa
The training will be organized by Biodiversity Information and Cybertaxonomy Cell with the support and funding from the Framework program of the Belgian Directorate General for Development Cooperation (DGDC). The concept of “Biodiversity Information” includes monitoring, conservation and technological innovation adapted to small-scale and infrastructure-limited contexts, taxonomy, climate change, collection management, data mining, distribution modeling. Our goal is to promote the conservation of biodiversity by improving the availability and accessibility of biodiversity data, and to facilitate further information gathering.

 
Main objective:
The main objective of this training is to improve the understanding and application of biodiversity information for Sub-Saharan African scientists, university members and students and to increase their participation and ownership in biodiversity informatics.

More specifically :

· To help researchers identify the data from collections, databases and literature that are in their possession and relevant for an on-line publication. 
· To involve scientists in digitizing, accessing and sharing data using internationally recognized protocols and tools as those recommended by the GBIF and the Biodiversity Information Standards. 
· To enable the use of GIS tools for the visualization of distribution data 
For detailed information, see 

1. the announcement of the call (pdf file, in English);
2. the application form (word document, in English)

How to participate:
The complete application file should reach the following email address before 15/03/2013 (deadline): 

E-mail : bioinfotraining@africamuseum.be
Applications per email are preferred. If not possible, a paper copy of the application file can be sent per regular mail to the following postal address (file must arrive before the deadline): 

Ms. Muriel Van Nuffel, Training and Study Visit Coordinator
Royal Museum for Central Africa
Leuvensesteenweg 13
B 3080 Tervuren, Belgium
For more information please contact:
Kim Jacobsen (kim.jacobsen@africamuseum.be) or Larissa Smirnova (larissa.smirnova@africamuseum.be) 

Tel.: +32 2 769 56 691

Fax. : +32 2 769 56 642 

